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850LeMans-'Liscioe Rapido'
The first Guzzito capture hearts in the UK must surely
have been the Le Mans, lt looked like it was doing
100mph even at a standstill,such was the styling and
stance adopted by the big V-twinmachine.Developedfrom
the 1975 750cc 53 model,the Le Mans shared many
chassis componentsalthough,with an extra 10bhp on
tap, it was far faster. But it was the stylingthat set the
new machineapart from the rest. Beforethe Le Mans,
Guzzi'salwaysappearedto accentuatêthe big V-twin
engineand make it look like an afterthought.With the
birth of the Le Mans it all seemedto gel into one; all of a
suddenthose big pots didn't look anythinglike as
ungarnly.
Íhe Le lvlansnot only impressedall who rode one on
the road but the bike was also a stunningtrack tool, with
good showingsin major productionraces all over the lJK.
The superb reliabilityshowedup well in longercontinental
races.The steel chassís, largelyhiddenbehindexhausts
and panels,handledimpeccably,only occasionallybeing
ruffled by the heaw feel of the shaft dÍive, while the
833cc pushíod enginedeliveíeda rewier powerthan one
might have imagined.The feel is that oÍ an over,stiffsetup that reallycomes into its own on those cornersthat
knockthe wobblyJap stuff Íor six. Just sit back and watch
a Guzi layingdown the powercompletelycomposedand
unflustered,or better still get on one and do it, there is
no Íiner feeling.
On first riding any disc-brakedGuzzijt is crucial to use
the rear brake in conjunctionwith the Íront; the right front
disc is operatedby the handlebarleverwhile the left front
and rear are combined,workingfrom the foot pedal.This
Íeels strange at Ílrst but, once it is masteÍed,very little
outbrakesa Guzzi!
In manyways the Le l\4ansinspireda whole host of
machinesthat followed,for instancethe Íirst Suzuki
Katanawith its flat and low stance and small, sleek nose
fairing. ln use the gearboxis a lazyaffair and, like the big

LaverdaJota, you only have one chanceto get the
selectedgear. Practiceis neededbefore lookinglike a pro
but, once a gear is fully home, the superblytorqueyengine
will pull for ever.
The L4kll Le lvlansfailed to improveon the very fiÍst
version.In fact the poweí díopped and the weiÉhtgreu
while the two modelsthat followeddidn't oossesthe Íine
handlingor stylingfound in the first model.This makes
the lvlk I the best one to have,despite poor electricsand
finish.
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