
ENTH USI AST'S MOTORCYC LE

850 MOTO GUZZI LE MANS

THE MANDELLO MASTERPIECE
She doesn't  just start ,  she gr inds
and growls into l i fe,  pant ing
fur ious ly . ,  When you b l ip  the
throttle, she tries to kick your
r ight leg away, and the fair ing
shakes l ike a jel ly t i l l  the motor
warms up. Right from the start ,  I
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n o
smoothie. You could hear and feel
the explosions in the cyl inders as
they kicked -the huge f lywheel
round; you could feel  and hear the
lower  gears  as  they  f  ought
themselves into mesh as the rear-
set gear lever was pressed. On
pushing the brake pedal for the
f i rst  t ime, I  found out why the
back of the tank was padded.
I  f  ound myse l f  unexpected ly
nervous on threading my way
through the  Wisbech t ra f f  i c ,

heading home for Yorkshire. l t
crossed my mind, two and a half
years ago, that nothing I  had
ridden in the last s ixteen years
had prepared me for this sort of
r ide, especial ly the Japanese
bikes, l ike my RD4O0 Yamaha,
which [ 'd been r iding of late. Even
my regently departed BSA spitfire
Product ion Racer hadn't  shaken
l ike this,  stumbl ing and shaking
round town l ike a late night drunk,
h e a v i n g  a n d  s n o r t i n g  w h e n
stopped, and punching away from
traff ic l ights searching for open
spaces. The words of the dealer
rang in my ears, "They get
smoother after 5OOO miles."
"They'd better,"  I  thought!
At least the sun was shining now,
and I  could catch a quick gl impse

of myself in the shopfronts as we
thuinped past.  Just a quick pose
you understand - the bike was
def initely better looking than I
was in my traffic-stained Belstaff.
Better fil l up with petrol before
gett ing out of town, ah! there's a
garage. Ouick look in the mirror,
check that al l 's c lear,  a bl ip of the
thrott le and stab down on the
gears before pul l ing in . . .  out with
the clutch as f i rst  gear clangs in
and . . .Aah.!  Here I  am checking
out the padded,tank again, as the
r e a r  M e t z e l e r  l o c k s  u p  o n
compression.
As four gal lons are pumped in,  I
not ice one or two curious stares
- at my r iding or at my bike I
wonder.  But al l 's wel l .  "Nice
bike" says the boy on the pump,
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"My dream bike,  -  i f  on ly  I  could
aff ord one " The next bit
comes wi th pract ice,  and t iming is
very important ,  but  the sequence
goes l ike th is  . . .  You hand over  the
money for  the petro l  wi th one
hand,  turn on,  check the green
neutra l  l ight ,  s tab the star ter
but ton,  grab f i rs t  gear ,  and watch
his expression as you reply :  "Yes,
l 've just  won i t  in  a compet i t ion."
Remember to smi le as you b last
away;  and thanks,  'Spot  the Bal l '
-  |  never  real ly  bel ieved you were
true I

Out  on the open road,  f  i rs t
i m p r e s s i o n s  w e r e  q u i c k l y
cancel led.  I  kept  below 4000
revs.  as inst ructed,  but  as th is
turned out  to  be a smooth 70
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mph, th is  wasn' t  too much to
bear.  Three days and 5OO mi les
later  I  was back for  the f i rs t  f ree
serv ice.  I 'd  a l ready learnt  a lo t
about  the b ike.  She loved long
sweeping main road bends,  ran
smoother  as you went  faster ,  and
d idn ' t  t ake  a t  a l l  t o  bumpy  ' back -

d o u b l e s ' .  w h e r e  t h e  s m a l l
Yamaha re igned supreme, But  the
best  was yet  to  come, as the
' runn ing  i n '  m i l eage  d i sappea red
and the engine,  as promised,
began to loosen up.

Guzzis love mi les,  they shi f t
g r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  b e s t .  T h e
handbook warns the r ider  never  to

race the engine unt i l  warm, but
i t 's worth wait ing for.  Twist the
thrott le and as the revs r ise. she
surges forward with a roar,  the
power rushing in as the tacho
needle swings over 600O and
heads for the red l ine at eight.
You have to be careful  not to
over-rev. in the lower gears,
espec ia l l y  as  the  gearchange
between the f i rst  two gears is
clunky, and responds best to a
del iberate pul l  up on the pedal,
rather than a short  Japanese jab.
I 've never had her jump out of
gear yet,  even i f  each gearchange
can be heard i f  the revs are too
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high.  Fourth and f i f th  are usual ly
changed wi th l i t t le  more than a
c l i ck "

O n  t h e  s e e m i n g l y  a c c u r a t e
speedomete r ,  125  mph  comes  up
ve ry  qu i ck l y .  Tuck  down  beh ind
the fa i r ing and there 's  another  8
mph to come, but  i t  takes t ime.  At
speed,  even on bumpy roads,
stabi l i ty  is  impressive,  rock steady

is an understatement .

The only t ime the Guzzi  feels  a
hand fu l  i s  on  ve ry  bumpy ,  b roken
roads fu l l  o f  potholes,  of  the type
best  f  ound in the lanes round
Ma l l o r y  Pa rk ,  o r  t he  m in ing  a reas
of  Yorkshi re.  The potholes and
r i dges  don ' t  upse t  hand l i ng  o r
steer ing even wi th a th i r teen
s tone  passenge r .  T rack ing  i s
excel lent  -  but  you get  shaken,
and shaken so v io lent ly  that  e i ther
y o u ,  o r  m o r e  l i k e l y  y o u r
passenger,  wi l l  beg for  a l i t t le  less
speed bef  ore many mi les of
t reatment  have oassed.

Guzzis seem to have a more than
heal thy appet i te  for  tyres,  which I
change ás soon as the t read goes
below 2mm, The last  f ront  tyre,
a  D u n l o p  K  1  8 1  ,  h i t  2 m m
centre t read at  a surpr is ingly  low
4OOO mi les.  about  the same
mi leage  f rom the  l as t  K181  used
on the back.  l 'm t ry ing Pi re l l is
now and they seem to be wear ing
at  about  the same rate.  The
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or ig inal  f ront  tyre was a r ibbed
Metzeler  which lasted the f i rs t
6 .50O m i l es  o f  t he  b i ke ' s  l i f e .
Unfor tunate ly ,  i t  gave a less
conf ident  feel  in  hard corner ing
and braking than the Dunlops or
the Pi re l l is .

T r i p l e  B r e m b o s ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e
famous  Guzz i  l i nked  b rak ing
system took some get t ing used
t o .  T h e y  a r e  p o w e r f  u l  a n d
progressive,  and can stand the Le
Mans on i ts  nose t ime af ter  t ime
wi th no apparent  fade.  When the
brakes were appl ied hard at  low
speed,  the f ront  wheel  used to
pu l l  s l i gh t l y  t o  one  s ide .

This t ra i t  was not  so not iceable at
speed,  but  I  was never  too happy
wi th the or ig inal  p last ic  f  ront
mudguard which provided l i t t le  or
no bracing for  the f ront  forks.

T h e  r e c e n t  p u r c h a s e  o f  a
Crossbow steel  braced f ront
mudguard has great ly  improved
the per formance of  the f  ront
forks,  both whi le  brak ing and over
rough roads.  There 's  a more sol id
feel  to  the a l ready excel lent
steer ing,  and pul l ing to one s ide
under hard braking is  hard ly
not iceable,  even when the tyres
are on the point  of  surrender ing to
the Brembos.

l f  you have smal l  hands,  the f ront
brake and c lutch lever  are a b i t  o f
a  s t r e t c h .  A n y  s u i t a b l e
replacements have yet  to .  be
found.  L ike most  r iders,  I  a lso f ind
that  the heavy twistgr ip  makes
my r ight  wr is t  ache,  especia l ly  in
c o l d  w e a t h e r .  I ' v e  n o t
exper imented wi th l ighter  spr ings
in the Del l 'Or tos,  a l though I 've
h e a r d  t h a t  s o m e  l i g h t e r '
Volkswagen return spr ings work
we l l .

One of  the easiest  improvements
that  can be made to the Le Mans,
concerns the-carburet tors.  The Le
Mans  i n  Mk l  and  Mk l l  f o rm  i s
suppl ied wi thout  a i r  f i l ters.  Plast ic
bel l  mouths suck through a wide
mesh.  The bel l  mouths can be
replaced by 'K and N'  re-usable
Í i l ters which c lamp st ra ight  on
a n d  m a k e  n o  p e r c e p t a b l e
di f ference to mixture st rength or

per formance.

Fuel  consumpt ion ranges f rom the
high f i f t ies to the low th i r t ies,
wi th about  45 mpg.  about  the
current  average.  l t  a l l  depends on
what  mood prevai ls  on the day.

Last  year ,  I  f i t ted an o i l  pressure
gauge which shows about  50 ps i .
at  4,OOO revs when the engine is
hot .  This  is  about  5 ps i  lower than
had been expected,  but  C.S.C.
who  supp l i ed  t he  gauge  k i t
answered my quer ies quick ly  and
fu l ly  a lmost  by return post  to  put
my mind at  rest .

The Guzzi  uses l i t t le  o i l  between
changes, perhaps /z to 3/+ pt. at
most ,  every 2,5OO mi les.  Some
oi l  escapes v ia the breather ,  and
some f rom around the seal ing
washer at  the f i l ler  nut .  Close
observat ion of  other  b ikes leads
me to  suspec t  t ha t  t h i s  i s
universal  on hard r idden examples
of  the marque.

The exhaust system sheds its
b lack paint  pret ty  quick ly ,  and the
si lencers were showing s igns of
rus t  a t  abou t  1O,OOO mi les .  A
quick and i l l  advised prod wi th a
sc rewdr i ve r  t u rned  th i s  i n to

terminal  damage around the ends
of  both s i lencers and led to the
product ion of  the Mark 2 exhaust
systeml (4"  shor ter)

B y  O r i e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s .
replacement  Le Mans s i lencers are
qui te reasonable (about  f  8O a
pair ) .  A l i t t le  work wi th a hacksaw
and a weld ing torch comes even
cheaper.  The end baf f les come
courtesy of  some Maxwel l  House
cof fee jar  l ids,  brazed together
with a set of stainless steel pastry
cutters. Necessity is the mother
of  invent ion,  and I  somet imes
enjoy a l i t t le  'bodging '  just  to  see
what  the end resul t  wi l l  be,  and
how long i t  wi l l  last .  A l though
sl ight ly  louder than the or ig inal  set
of  tubes,  the Mark 2 's  seem to
al low the engine to breath more
freely  and power comes in at
n o t i c e a b l y  l o w e r  e n g i n e
revolut ions.

Since the f i rs t  f ree serv ice,  the
bike has never  been into a dealers
for  professional  serv ic ing,  or  work
of  any k ind.  Par t  of  the at t ract ion
of  Guzzi  is  that  most  rout ine
serv ic ing can be carr ied out  at
home, g iven a manual  and decent
basic  set  of  tools .  l 've kept  to  the
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routine suggested in the HaYnes
manual,  and none of the jobs has
stretched my admittedlY basic
ski l ls.  I  have always thought that,
f o r  t h e  u n t r a i n e d  h o m e -
mechanic,  leaving enough t ime to
work without rushing is half  the
batt le.  Never try to change the oi l
f i l ter in a hurry.  l t 's hidden away
inside the sump, protected by no
less than eighteen al len-headed
bolts,  al l  of  which have to be
removed upside down.

The general  standard of f in ish is
sat isf  actory, and nothing has
broken or fal len off  yet.  I  come
from the 'st i tch in t ime' school of
ownership, with plenty of rout ine
checks, and immediate attent ion
to detai ls when necessary. My
bike is a luxury which must earn
i ts keep and is r idden in al l  the
many and perverse shades of
weather.  I 'm pleased to report
that the Guzzi has never let  me
down. Water has never affected
the igni t ion system or switches,
despite once covering over 3OO
m i l e s  i n  d r i v i n g  r a i n  w h i c h
c o m p l e t e l y  d e f e a t e d  m y
previously unconquered Belstaff
XL5O0 suit .

As promised, the Guzzi gets
better as the mi les rol l  under i ts
wheels.  The engine is much
smoother than i t  was on del ivery,
and w i l l  now 'p lonk ' th rough town
l ike the most placid of tourers,
whi le st i l l  responding to an opeh
thrott le with an exhi larat ing surge
of power. A fr iend's Honda 9OOF
wil l  easi ly out accelerate the Le
Mans in a straight l ine, but top
speeds of the two bikes are
ident ical  and in the main road
twists and turns, the Guzzi wins
every t ime.
The Le Mans is rel iable, easy to
service and economical to run. On
paper it 's far from the fastest
thing on two wheels,  but out on
the road, on innumerable long
hauls to race meetings, or to vis i t
distant f r iends i ts never given me
cause to doubt its ability to keep
up with al l  but the most fur iously
r idden f lagships, of  

'any 
other

f  leet.

-With waterprooÍ
overmitts in Ladies
and Mens sizes.
Ê14.95

at knees and seat, Íully
l ined and available in
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DAMEN
TEMPO

Available in
Black/Red,
Black/Blue,
and Black/
BlueAl/hite.
Mens and
Ladies sizes
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