
The Moto Guzzi Le Mans is a great bihe to mod.ifu. And that uas
exactly the problem for a fan of the ltalian aee-twin - where to find.
an origina.l exannple. He d,id. it, though. And. restored. his Marh I to

o.n incredible stand.ard.. Ed. Charles tells the stor"v.
^. le\e Harri .  prLl led l |p at lhe side ol
.--:  r l re road. l ;ooked óft his hclmer

I and srvivel led lr is ncck to soeak ro
J ro,,r,  r Í l r lv who \, ,as approachirrg

clutching a half<aten sandwich and ancient
camera,

\{e'd been burbling along in convoy look-
ing for a suitable location to photograph his
bike and Steve stopped to letme know he'd
spotted a likely setting.

He didn't geta chance to fire anywords
in my direction. As I ambled over, a Moto
Guzzi rider homed in and parked along-
side Steve's Mark I Le Mans for a chat.

The impromptu conversation must
ha\e lasted at least l0 minutes. And, apan
frorn giving me time to det'our the rest
of lry sandwich, it proved the point
that Guzzi o*,ners are prettywell devor-
ed to their machines.

Understandable because they are
thar sort of bike. Charismatic, hand-
some in a functional way and still tvith
plenty enough per-forrnance to keep
ahead of today's traflic.

The other rider- admired Steve's
Guzzi - and rvell he might - and then
rode off, no doubt promising to treat his
mount to a similar re-build.

No mean task because this k Mans is orrc
of the finestexamples in the countrl. And
lt represents a return to early motorc)-
cling memories and Èe bikes Steve has
alrval's loved.

We've all been through that childhood
stage ofseeing something which refuses to
leave the memorv. In Sleve's case, it was dre
Le Mans Mark 1. Hejust had to have one.

Sounds corny, drat, butyou know exact-
ly what I mean.

An1,rvay, in true storybook fashion he
bought one aDd ilas thoroughly satisfied.
Horvever, such is the lr'ont ofyouth that rid-
ing a standaÍd machine didn'treally cut it
in the sÍeet cred stakes and a spot ofcus
tomising was in ordeÍ.

Like a bvin-headlight conversion, differ€nt
shocks, single seat, sporty pipes and all
the other paraphernalia youDgsters o-adi.
tionally bestow upon their bikes.

He spent a lot ofnoney and the project
was completely successful albeit that
Èe Gr.uzi's originality had disappeared.

Then something happened. Steve $'as
introduced to the bliste ng Honda
!TR750 and the Guuziwent in favour oÍ
that projecrile.

Tirmpered uith
He later bitteÍly regretted selling the
Ita.lia.n and decided to ftu1r his dding Íi l
circle and buy another Mark l

It was dren drat the problems started.
Steve wanted an original example but -
you've guessed - everydriDg he looked
at had been tampered with.

Izrir discs rir up front. Bruhes aíe
ndturdllj, and ftont dnd bsch aíe linhed.



Ë,rgi,r! is 'pot/esr.
Notu nrnqculate frnih o castings

a d atso ctose.up o catturettot o't o|Posite Page.

,\rcl1'ou coulcln't r-calh blalne the o\vn-
el-s because Lhc I-e Nlans is so easv to mod-
iÀ and Lhclc arc plcntl of parts available.
Sre\'e, oí all people, lrasD t in a position !o
nloan because hc'd takcn exacdy the same
coulse a fel lear-s plevious\'.

To ctt a lonq slorr'to litde shreds, he final-
l-r' tracked clo\n a suiUrble ciLs{] 1_or ll eatrtre[t.
It n)eanLa lound tlil) oírnorc dr:ur 600 miles
and the bikc cost hiIrr olcl firo g.and - he
klocked the olrer do\rn €100 rlhich paid
íb r  r l r e  pe l f o l  -  l n  r l  i t  r ' a .  t l r r  l J f r  f c c t  b , r s i s
for- a ploject.

Tlre bike \\'às dannr r)ear oliginal \\'idrJust

Belou: Thc shaí!.dt irc is n to(gh unit but the
tnitersal joint udèd reFlat ing u)hich is ot
unco on on the Le Msns,

iterrs srrch .rs Honcla srrittlrgrir'
(:ur iDrpl-o\cn)eDt on dre Itillià] corDpone[ls
l , r r t  I r n t  i r , c l , l áh le  ro  S rc \ r i  . r r ( l  no i r \ .
non-st2rndar-d cxhatrsts.

It hacl colcr-ed arorurd 34,000 niles and
\r.rs tid\ bllt tatt\.

ll)cidentalh', SLele ca[ied iL home on a
tr.ailer'.Ile fig1ued itr\'asr]'t \ or-th Ískirg zur
unknoNn qrLtrltis IoI that length ofjoru-

'Thc deal wos simple. Paiilt
my bike and you get a tair
of leather jeans. The paint

w?nt on and the guj hoppily
creaked oíí in his new leg

co0erings.'

ne\,. Arld arl\1rlt\. tllc \r'cadrcr- l,as chucking
it do\{n. Sensible ntalt.

T l r r  ( , r r zz i  , r l r r i o r r ch  r ccdc r l  p r r l l i r rH
apalr and r_c.-assenrbliDg Nith large he\rings

ofcare. That i t  got.
It 1r"s stripl)ed to a pile ofpieces ancl thc

fiamc and :rncillaries blasted and porv-
dcr- coatcd.

The lnechanicals $'eren't in too bad a
condit ion ancl the enÉiine rïas put to
rights \\,ith ncrt,\'al\cs:urd pJuidcs ancl nerv
piston rings. ,4. r'eJrore \!asn't Decessal)
irnd a honc-r4r did Lhcjob.

Thc Lc \'Íans has a cush-dive in the
rei!-l\'heel \,hich is srpposcd lo lloat. But
it had scized and knocked out the L'].
NoL thal lLncolnrnon.

Stere lr'zurted dre alumiiiun linishetl
to lhc l!ighcst possiblc standar-d anrl
turïed 1() CllassicJapanese Motorccles
in M:rnchester-.

\{t\'e me ntioned the compir]rv
bclole and ar-cn't lripJhtened to do
it  again because the results ale
qLl i tc lenlarkable.

A technique de\eloped b) Ste\en
Smedhrust trsing a celamic rncdia and a spc-
cialsolution finishcs ahrminiun castings as
Lhe\. l\,er.e originalh manulactured. The
longcr' Iou lcalc thc components, the
shinicl thcv br,-comc and rrithout an) sur.
face danage.

Better quakly
\ ê . .  I  knó \  t l r c ,  nn t l , r r r r  l r : ncJa l ' r ncsc  i n
their title. But theï do diYelsi4.

,As an asidc, thc boss said thc aluminum
olr dre Guzzirras ofbette.qrnlit) than that
fàrmd on.fap machines and rras conlparablc
to Br-itish bikcs (see, r'e did get sorrre-
thi ig r ight).

Lr his purstit lol originalig, Sreve pol-
ished ard then rnasked offthe oulside oÍ
drc \\,hccl l-ims bclore the\'rr'ere porïder_-
coatecL.

The edges lue strpposed to be shin\ and
that's ho\r thcv NeIe going to encl rqr.

Coating tire rheels pl-oted r-eal hasslc
llecatse thc hcat inloh cd kcpt bloling tinv
holes in the ahrnl iniunr's surJace. I(  r \ ,as a
casc of repeating dre process until the

firish was as Ster c
wànLed.

Virtr.rallv all Le
N,Ians NIa.k I pin-Ls
ar-e alailable brLt
lhere are cxccp-
t ioDs. One is the
seat and Slevc is
still tninfi to tr'àck
do\rn a replace-
rrcnl for the i lem
firtcd at the
monent $,hich he
reckorrs is tarq (but
I r-cckon is OK -
l'rr not such a peL-
fccl ior l ist).

Tl le ot l)er '  is a
rviring loorn. \bu
ca[ ' t  get hold of
thcn. Ster e had to
settle for a \'la].k 2
loon ancl adapt it.

The bodvwor-k
h:rs been finished
in Lr\,o pack and
Stere su-[ck up a

a Íèrr irlcor-ccl



dcrl lLi(h a custonrer at his bikc sh()p (\cl),
hc runs a bikc slrop- l3ut I  can'r r .cvcaÍ t l ic
nrakes hc scl ls cos thc) ' l  c rroL (;uzzis)

Thc clcal$,as simplc. Painl Drv bikc aÈcl
\ ' o r  r . l l t  : r  l , r i r  o Í  l . r t l r c l  j r , r n . .  T l r r 'Da i r r r
r ' c r  t  ,  ' r r  . r n '  I  r l r c  g r r r  l r r r l f  i h  l r ,  . r 1 , .  i  i , í l  i n
his ncrv lcg crx er inÉis.'l'hc 

r cst of thc bllilcl \\:ts a straigh Íi )nr?u{l
casc ol clcnniDg. clt(  cking. t  cl)air iug irnd
l (:Prac rg rs l-cql l l f  ecl.

'The Guzzi obuiously needed
fulling apart and re-
assembling with large

helpings of care. That it got.'

!\ctt tllc bËkcs didn l càusc alr\,ltll"sslcs.
Asylr mav knot, thc l ,c Nlans has l inreo
brirkcs. Thc Ibot pcdal opcr-:rtcs thc Icli-
hand I l  (nlt  cl isc iu)d rcar disc. À cotnpcn-
s , r t , , r  p | | . l l ' . s . í l p c I c (  r r r  ( ' Í  r l r (  l r i r k i r i u  l 0
t l r (  r c r r ' - r n ( l  t l r r  t c \ l  t r '  t h (  l r ( , n t .

Pull on thc handlcb2u-lclo and thc righl-
hlrtrd [ .ont disc docs ;ts sl l l Í . I .

Iis a gstcnr rvltich (iuzi o\|'ncrs svcar'bv
I ' r r t  . ,  ' r r r e t  l t  i r  rB  a  l n r  r< r , r  r r r ' r ' r  f i r t r l .  l r . r r d  r r ,
hartdlc at lilst. AIicl all, hrxv l'orrld xru lir:l
about rrsirrg thc lbot petlal iD ir  bcnclu'Jrcrr,
or) a nornal ntaclt inc, (hnt could gcL you
l n to  l l -o l lb le l

Stcr,c rrsccl DOT 5 l trakc I loid (,hidr
doesn't hiu-nr paintwor'k..Jrlst ?!s $'cll lxicaosc
hc spillcd a Íèrl drops.

At thisjrnrctrlre, I r!'ill -:tt Slevc's rcqucst
- trrrr rc a f i  rr '  t  r .  r t t  r ,  r .  F, ' r  | l | l  r .arÍ l  l rdircr-.
l r c  r r vd  N4o to  \ . 4 ( c ( i r  i r t  Do r ' \ r ' r  ( 0202

823.153) and Rotodalc oÍl,onclon (Olil-68.1
I l4l  ) .  Hc latos thcir scl l iccs ancl \ t 'ants lo
lcl (Íhcl- ( ilr/zi or\'ncrs knoi\,.

Hc is also indcbrcd lo ole Paul Scanlorr.
Paul lcnt a groat deal ol help rvirh rhc r.e-
llrilcl as a rt:ciprocal sest lc lor Steve help
itrg hinr lttrilcl hisslrol rvinrring Zl lllvas..rki
( lcir turccl a Íctv issrrcs ago - i t 's tJrat m:ur
agaln J.

\{itll, r,orr carr scc Íioln thc photosraphs
l lrat this is oDc bcauti l i r l  I tai ian rn:rchirrc.

For'  lhe t<rcolr l ,  NI()to Guzzi quoted
: { l l ' l r l )  a r , ( l  . r  r r , p  s p c c r l  n 1 , 1 " " : i  l r i l g
l30n rI lr .  SLi l l  r l rrn [ ,  norrqlr r . , l l : ' lc ir  a t irsr

bikc.
Stcvc s.\lj: This is onc bikc rvhich t ou havc

Lo tr'cal$ilh l lot of rcspcct. You can'L dnr )t-
r l .  . l í  , r r  , , ' r l t c l r  l r c r ' a r r s r '  i t  r o r r  r 1 , , ,  i r
i{anls lo do its o\t,n thi g. Jt's qot sucll zr
h t l r r r  Í l r r r l r ec l  r l r a r  v r , l gc t  r o r í l l (  t l i Í  t i o r r
couplcd rlith thc rcaction fi om lhe shaft-
<h ilc.

"Rlrt  iL 's a glcal bikc t() r idc. I t 's not ar)
ultr_a-quick nn)dcrn bikc and vou'\'c llot
nothing l{) pÍolc against thc pcrfornralrce
boys..frLst cruisc along ard cnjoy ir ."

A.nd kccp it ol_igin2rl. As I nt surc.r'ou
undoubtedh r!, i l l  I

'tcft s.nedh ït ol ClassitJopa'rc'e MotoftJ.l.s i Ma ehester uas responsibtt Íot the innacutate íi ish
o tngtrp .ortÉ:. rhe profp\t qre, an a:rtcu appearanc?.


