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or a single cylinder enthusiast, the

complex i t ies  o f  tw ins ,  le t  a lone

tr iples, fours and heaven íorbid,

sixes is beyond my comprehension

b u t  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  l ' m  o p e n  t o

persuas ion ,  espec ia l l y  when the

persuaders are as infect iously passionate as Dick

Booth, Jeff Moody and Richard Maw. They've all

í a i r l y  c o s m o p o l i t a n  t a s t e s  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o

classics, but they have their favourites and having

seen them around at various events, it seemed a

good idea to get them together one hot Sunday

June afternoon.
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Rigltt: The Le À4ans

has an instantl.v

recognisable style.

Registered in February 1981, the Guzzi found i ts

second owner as soon as May 1982 and he duly

ran i t  unti l  199ó. Around the same t ime, Dick was

r u n n i n g  a  M k  3  L e  M a n s  a n d  t h e  t w o  w e r e

acquainted through club connections.

When the previous owner bought himself a BSA

Gold Star and also a VFR Honda, the Guzzi was

neglected and Dick embarked upon a campaign

to persuade him to sel l  i t ,  ul t imately succeeding in

2008. ln fact it was Dick's son Wayne who bought

i t  and as expected i t  looked l ike a bike, which had

been standing for 12 years. At some t ime i t  had

fal len over and the bottom section of the Íair ing

was damaged,  var ious  component  par ts  were

rusty and while i t  was sound i t  was in need of a

serious re-commissioning.

Dick started on it in October 2008, putting it on

the back burner in January 2010 while he restored

his venerable MZ. Unfortunately last June, Wayne!

personal circumstances changed and he needed a

few bob so proposed sel l ing the Guzzi. " l t  was half

f inished, so he wasn't going to get much for i t  and

I didn't  fancy al l  my work and expense going for

nothing, so I bought i t  and set about f inishing i t ,"

says Dick. l t  was duly completed in t ime for this
year's Aviation Wolds Run, in May.
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T H E  W O R K

Dick follows a regular format with a restoration and
his first step was to totally strip the bike, powder

coat the frame and source a new wir ing loom. " l

was  surpr ised  how expens ive  Guzz i  par ts  had
become and some bits are dif f icult  to f ind in this
count ry .  Th is  was eas i l y  the  most  expens ive
restoration l 've ever done. The front discs were
2mm under minimum thickness and a new pair cost
f192 plus VAT each!" he says. A new rear disc was
also requ red, along with calipers, seal kits etc.

"Oddly, it was the screen that caused the most
grief. I bought the bits from TLM, in Holland, via the
ownersl club, but the holes didn't line up with the
fair ing and I had to { i l l  the holes in the fair ing and
re-drill them to match the screen," says Dick.

Englne-wise the bottom end, pistons and Nickasil
coated bores were {ine, so with a new set of rings
fltted, they were reassembled. "Nlnety quid for a
set of rings. Ridiculous!" says Dick with disdain.

Dick skimmed the heads and replaced the valve
guides, springs and valves - both exhaust valves
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were badly burned - and the clutch was 'just a bit

too worn to ref i t ' ,  so he opted for the beeíier

version from the 1000cc moders.

"One of the engine mounting bolts had seized as

i t  passed th rough the  gearbox  end p la te  and I

damaged the plate trying to get the thing out, so

had i t  welded up," he added.

The gearbox  was taken care  o Í  by  BMW

spec ia l i s t  S teve  Scr iminger ,  in  S lea ford ,  who

rep laced the  ou tpu t  bear ing  and sh immed i t  up

as necessary.

Dick patiently cleaned al l  the cases by hand. " l

once bought a bike that had been blasted and not

c l e a n e d  o u t  a d e q u a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e ,

expensive results. So I steer clear oÍ blast ing on

engine bits."

The universal join in the transmission shaft was a

bit sloppy, so it made sense to replace it.

Likewise a new exhaust system was purchased,

t h e  t w o  h e a d e r  p i p e s ,  t h e  c e n t r e  H  s e c t i o n

and two s i lencers ,  a l l  genu ine  Guzz i  par ts  bu t
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GUZZI

Engine: Air-cooled, ohv, transverse V twin.

Dimensions 83 x TBmm = B44cc.

Power approx BObhp at 7500rpm.

Torque approx 75Nm at ó000rpm.

CR 10:1

Carburation: Two 3ómm Delt'Orto VHB
Tiarumissinn: Five-speed unit gearbox with

Tyres:

shaft drive

Tubular steel semi cradle and

swinging arm. 35mm telescopic

forks with 320mm rear shocks

Front tuuin 31Omm Brembo discs

Single 240mm rear disc both

with twin pot cal ipers. Linked

one íront and rear disc on

foot brake

Avon Roadriders 100-90x 1B

íront, 1 10-90 x 1B rear

Wight (wet):4951b (Morris 2ol50)

Chassis:

Brahes:

sourced independently, then shipped to Camcoat
(fol lowing impressive work on The Blue Mover

Thunderb i rd )  fo r  a  superb ,  heat  p roo f  f in ish .

Unfortunately, on assembly, the H section was out

of l ine both horizontal ly and vert ical ly. "We tr ied

everything to get it to fit together and finished up

heating i t  and using a fork stanchion, I  prised i t

into shape. Fortunately the coating has a bit  of

f lex in i t  and i t  only hair l ined around a weld and

it 's out of sight, but i t 's a lesson learned, f i t  i t

together beÍore í inishing!" says Dick.

The Guzzi 's fork legs were showing signs of

f ine  p i t t ing ,  so  were  rep laced a long w i th  new

seals, bushes etc.

Al l  nuts and bolts were replaced with stainless

steel. " l  buy a big bagful from Screwfix, turn off

the letters on the heads and then form a chamfer

around the  hex , "  he  says .  The rubbers  on  the

b ike  were  rep laced.  D ick  says :  "There  are  so

many dif ferent rubbers on i t ,  there's about 10 on

the  seat  a lone, "

As  bought ,  the  l igh ts  d idn ' t  work ,  so  D ick

r e m o v e d  t h e  s p e e d o  a n d  t a c h o  a n d  w e n t

th rough the  var ious  swi tches  and the  pr in ted

circuits. Nothing appeared untoward and with a

g e n t l e  b u t  t h o r o u g h  c l e a n  u p ,  t h e  s y s t e m

magical ly returned to l i fe.

Dick was at pains to point out the paintwork, in

p a r t i c u l a r  w h a t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  t h e  v a r i o u s

t rans fers  on  the  b ike .  "Look  aga in , "  he  sa id ,

"They're not transfers, they've been painted on."

Indeed a closer look revealed incredibly precise

miniature lettering and shadowing. A credit to a

very ski l led painter (Paint Supremacy - see detai ls

on page 50) and befi t t ing such a meticulously

orepared machine.

Rígbt: Plenty to

keep an eye on in the

Guzzi cockpit..

j,#l: fÈ



.3*ï-l ';'4.+*tl7

i".i:;::'r',, Yfiili*Ëí1,í)rji, ' i itt!:+\': i

:ii l::rti:i;:i:.:l
'i "*i-ii'l i-rci':ti ï"i.:'rr i: ::,ri': ilJ

"ft let rip, puncbing tbrouglt
tbe a.ir in seaen lea,gue boots."

There! a strong classic contingent around mid-
Lincolnshire and Jeff had known about the Ducati

belonging to fel low enthusiast Dave Dawson, who
lives in a neighbouring vi l lage, íor a good while.
As fate often decrees, certain events fall together

and in 200ó, as Jeff had recently sold a Laverda
Jota, so Dave needed an inf lux of cash to fund

house alterat ions - a deal was quickly struck and
the Ducati  changed hands.

" l t  w a s  o n  t h e  r o a d  b u t  n e e d e d
recommiss ion ing ,  i t  wasn ' t  charg ing  e tc .  Dave
had started work on i t  but hadn't f inished when

domestic matters took precedence," said Jeff.

T H E  W O R K

As many restorers wil l  know, one job leads to
another and eventual ly Jeff was well  on the road
to returning the Ducati  to standard specif icat ion.
A recondit ioned alternator was i i t ted but that
fal led within six months, so Jeff took the original
t o  W C  W i n d i n g s  w h o  r e f u r b i s h e d  i t  a n d  i t ' s
worked perÍect ly ever since. A new battery and
solid state regulator/rectifier were also fitted.

Wi th  the  b ike  look ing  a  mi l l ion  do l la rs ,  Je f f

Jorned the Mid Lincs VMCC on i ts Boxing Day Run
in 2008. A good run was enjoyed but Jeff pulled up
too quickly at a junclion and the front wheel slid on
the loose surface and he went down, scratching the
bodywork and the silencer on the right side.

At the Manx GP the fol lowing September, the
Ducati  wouldn't  t lck over, a look at the engine
was due.  The bo t tom end was sound bu t  the
desmodromic valve operation needed shimming
and with the heads off Jeff made and íitted new
valve guides and refurbished the heads. DTS in
Ossett, Yorks, undertook the shim work as well as
suppty ing  new,  o r ig ina l  p iggy-back  Marzocch i
rear shocks and airboxes.

Whi le  the  b ike  was apar t ,  Pa in t  Supremacy
gave the bodywork a new coat oÍ paint, a new

screen was f i t ted, the seat was re-covered by

loca l  upho ls te rer  Bruce Moore ,  the  hand lebars

were  rep la ted  and new exhausts  and Ke ihan

si lencers were purchased.

The Marzocchi íorks had the wrong top yoke,

so a correct replacement was sourced along with

a fast act ion, twin pul l  twist-grip. Jeff made the

bevel drive tubes in stainless steel and DTS also

uprated the clutch with al loy plates.
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Engine:

Carburation:

Tiansmission:

Chassis:

Brahes:

IVheek:

Wight (wa):
Wheelbase:

R B O R T

Air-cooled, ohv four-stroke,
horizontal ly opposed twin.
Dimensions 84.B x 70.ómm
= 197 .Scc. Power 50bhp at
ó500rpm, Torque 57Nm at
5000rpm. CR 8.2:1. Bosch
electronic ignit ion
Two Bing constant
depressron carburettors

Five gears with single dry
plate clutch with lever
action diaphragm spring.
Shaí1 drive with crown
wheel and pinion
Tubular steel twin loop
cradle with bolt  on rear
subframe. Monolever
swingíng arm with hydraul ic
monoshock. BMW
+ o / o c r n n i r  { r n n t  f n r L c

2ó0mm sÍngle íront disc
with Brembo twin pot
cal iper.2O0mm sls drum rear
Spoked ai loy r ims with Avon
Roadrider tyres 100-90 x 19
íront, 120-90 x 1B rear

43órb
144ómm (57in)
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Engine: Air-coo ed, four-stroke, 90" L-twin

Dimensions Bó x 74.4mm = Bó4cc
Bevel driven sohc with
desmodromic valve operation.
CR 9 .5 :1  .
Power ó5bhp at 7000rpm

Carburation: Two 40mm Dell'Orto

Tiawmissinn: Five-speed with multiplate wet

Chassis:

c lu t ch  w ' t h  he : ca  gea r  p . ima r ,
and chain f ina dr ive

Tubular steel duplex part cradle

with engine as stressed member.
38mm Marzocchi íorks and twin
330mm piggy back N4arzocchi
rear shock absorbers

Vheek: Spoked alloy rims with Avon
Roadriders 100 90 x 1B front,
1 2 0 - 9 0 x 1 B r e a r

Brahes: Twin 2BOmm Brembos íront,
single rear with twin
pot cal lpers

Vheelbase: 155omm

Imgth ouaall: zzrc-n
Weight(we): s:aa

Tha,nks
C J Powder Coating, Grimsby - 0'1472211222
Motomecca, Wimbourne - 01 202 823453
Scriminger Engine Developments, Sleaford, 01529 300434.
Camcoat - 01925 445003
James Sherlock, Devon - 01 7ó9 574350
West Country Windings - 01752 5ó090ó
DTS in Ossett, Yorks - 01 924 8ó021 0
Paint 5uprema cy - 07 81 49 41 252
Bruce Moore - 01 67 3 857 289

..

C O N C L U S I O N

Difficult choice between the Guzzi and the Ducati,

as they are similar in al l  ways except stature. The

former is an intense, brooding character, the latter

is  a  no isy  show o f f  bu t  bo th  behave the  same

behind closed doors! The Guzzi is lazy and laid-

back, the Ducati  loud and forceíul they are very

d i f fe ren t  charac ters  bu t  de l i ver  essent ia l l y  the

same.  B ig  lads  w i l l  love  the  Ducat i ,  us  shor t ies

wou ld  p re fe r  the  Guzz i ,  bu t  bo th  w i l l  a r r i ve  a t

exactly the same time.

The BMW is the odd one out, in that it does what

i t  does in typical ly humourless Teutonic fashion. l t

goes about i ts business with quiet eff iciency, i t 's

nimble, nippy and comfortable, and while i t  lacks

the style of the ltalians, the ST is a prime example of

a future classic. lf you fancy a flat twin, you'd not be

disappointed if you found one of these.

Me? l'd like the Guzzi for its size, the Ducati for

its sound and the BMW for its agility... now where's

that íence, I need to sit down.
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